
Accomplishments by RTA 
and Partners in 2015



Results of Business Community Engagement 

Effective transit options and sound investment frameworks 
 •  Sound Wake Transit process with rational multimodal investment framework endorsed by advisory 

committee 

 • �Bus�rapid�transit��incorporated�into�final�Wake�Transit�draft�plan�

 •  Balanced access and user fee-based funding approach approved by NC Legislature 

Shorter commute times and a complete freeway network 
 •  Complete 540 draft environmental study of multiple alternatives released

 •   Triangle Connector to I-85 (Future I-885) goes under construction between RTP and I-85 

 •  U.S. 70 freeway conversion moves forward with funding for more than 50 percent of corridor

 •  U.S. 1 freeway conversion north of I-540 to Wake Forest approved with full funding

 •  Freeway speed limit increases approved by NCDOT for portions of NC 147 and U.S. 15-501

Connections to economic opportunity in the U.S. and abroad 
 • �RTA�Air�Service�Advancement�Project��launched�to�attract�second�transcontinental�flight

 •  Delta Air Lines announces new non-stop service from RDU to Paris beginning May 2016

 • �Fifth�non-stop�West�Coast�destination�from�RDU�secured�with�new�direct�flight�to�Seattle

 •  Bills to authorize Future Interstate 44, Raleigh – Hampton Roads, Va., approved by U.S. Senate  
and U.S. House 

 •  Final environmental document approved for Raleigh – Richmond higher speed rail initiative 

Innovative partnerships bring region together to move us forward  
 •  NCDOT endorses and adopts “Synchronized Streets” name and creates 2-pager

 • �NCDOT�publishes�outreach�pieces�for�“dual�flashing�yellow�arrow”�intersection�treatment

 •  Shoulder managed lanes action team launched with NCDOT to advance this congestion relief concept for 
540I-40/Fortify reconstruction successfully proceeds with much lower delay to travelers than projected

Strengthening regional business community engagement
 •  RTA launches new, responsive website and releases nearly20 blogs on business community priorities

 •  RTA expands chairs council to 20+ representatives to increase our executive volunteer leadership and 
perspective

 •  RTA holds multiple events to highlight transportation innovations for hundreds of business, elected, and 
transportation�officials

 •  RTA grows the regional Leadership Team by 50 percent in two years and enhances membership and 
sponsorship�benefits



Summary of 2016 Priorities 

 •  Develop consensus around draft transit plan and pass Wake Transit referendum in fall 2016 

 •  Accelerate “Complete 540” to I-40 in southeastern Wake County, RTA’s top freeway priority

 •  Convert U.S. 70 to freeway between Durham and I-540, RTA’s top freeway conversion priority

 •  Encourage use of RDU nonstop service to Paris and London with RTA’s Air Service Advancement Project 

 •  Advance shoulder managed lanes to relieve peak congestion on 540 

 •  Lobby for I-495 completion and I-44 designation to connect Raleigh – Hampton Roads, Va.

	 •	 	Advance	Synchronized	Streets	and	Dual	Left	flashing	arrows	through	the	I-40	Partnership	

	 •	 	Launch	pilot	for	freeway	flow	protection	on	I-540	via	ramp	metering	signals

 •  Minimize impact of I-40/Fortify construction through communication and travel alternatives

	 •	 	Encourage	consideration	of	dual	use	for	Durham-Orange	corridor	to	advance	regional	benefits

 •  Support the balanced access-and user-fee based funding approach approved by NC legislature in 2015

 •  Advance higher speed rail to Richmond, Washington, DC. and Charlotte

RTA Chair 
Steve Brechbiel, Quintiles

Communications and Engagement
Kerry Grace Heckle, UNC REX Healthcare – chair
Carmen Prevette, Duke Energy – vice chair

Events and Sponsorships
Kathleen Bentley, Fidelity Investments – chair
Mary Heath, Stewart – vice chair

Membership Development
Robert Doreauk, AT&T North Carolina – chair
Jule Smith, Fred Smith Company – vice chair

Legislative and Policy
Mike McBrierty, Biogen – chair
Maeve Gardner, GlaxoSmithKline – vice chair

Freeways
Pete Marino, Smith Anderson – chair
Mark Helwig, SAS Institute, Inc. – vice chair

Streets
Sam Nichols, First Citizens Bank – chair
Reggie Scales, WSP|Parsons Brinckerhoff – vice 
chair

Regional Transit
Eric Braun, Golden Corral – chair
Valerie Jordan, Cisco Systems – vice chair

Intercity Higher Speed Rail
Randy Lickey, Williams Mullen – chair
Dave Byerley, Branch Banking and Trust Company 
– vice chair

RDU Air Service
Bruce Sargent, IBM Corporation – chair
Michael Schoenfeld, Duke University – vice chair

Immediate Past Chair 
Ed Paradise, Cisco Systems, Inc. 



SUSTAINING RTA GOLD
Cisco Systems, Inc.
Duke Energy*
EDGE5 – Wake County Economic 
Development
Fairway Outdoor Advertising*
FORGE Communications 
Fred Smith Company
GlaxoSmithKline
Golden Corral Corporation *
Greater Raleigh Chamber of Com-
merce
MetLife
Quintiles*
Research Triangle Foundation of North 
Carolina

RTA SILVER
AT&T North Carolina*
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North 
Carolina*
Citrix
Credit Suisse*
Duke University*
Fidelity Investments*
First Citizens Bank
GoTriangle*
Greater Raleigh Convention and 
Visitors Bureau
IBM Corporation
Kane Realty Corporation*
Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. 
Lenovo*
NetApp
Raleigh-Durham Airport Authority*
Red Hat, Inc.
RockerDown Studios LLC
Stewart*
SunTrust Bank
TheeDesign Studio
VHB
WSP|Parsons Brinckerhoff

SENIOR REGIONAL PARTNERS 
Capital Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization*
Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro Metro-
politan Planning Organization*
GoRaleigh*
GoTriangle*
Raleigh-Durham Airport Authority*

MEMBER CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
Angier
Apex
Benson Area
Cary
Chapel Hill-Carrboro
Franklin County
Fuquay-Varina Area
Garner
Greater Durham 
Greater Raleigh
Greater�Smithfield�Selma-Area
Hillsborough/Orange County
Holly Springs
Knightdale
Moore County
Morrisville
Rolesville Area
Roxboro Area
Sanford Area
Wake Forest
Wayne County
Wendell
Zebulon

RTA BRONZE
Biogen*
Branch Banking & Trust Co. 
Capitol Broadcasting Co., Inc.*
Clark Nexsen*
Excel Moving & Storage, Inc – Allied Van 
Lines
Highwoods Properties*
IBI Group of North Carolina, PC*
Martin Marietta Materials, Inc.*
Raleigh Regional Association of Realtors 
PNC*
PSNC Energy
UNC Rex Healthcare*
SAS Institute, Inc.*
Smith Anderson
The Umstead Hotel and Spa*
Wake Technical Community College*
York Properties, Inc./McDonald-York 
Building Company*

RTA STANDARD 
A1 Consulting Group*
A. Morton Thomas & Associates, Inc.*
AECOM*
Alta Real Estate Advisors
Atkins*
Balfour Beatty Construction
Barbour’s Towing & Truck Repair
BioAsset Advisors*
Buy & Go, Inc.*
Carolina Asphalt Pavement Association, 
Inc.*
CH Engineering, PLLC*
Coastal Federal Credit Union*
Dewberry Engineers, Inc.
Digital�Benefit�Advisors
Eagle Rock Concrete
Ecological Engineering, LLP
Gannett Fleming, Inc.
Gregory Poole Equipment Co.*
HDR Engineering, Inc. of the Carolinas*
Heery International, PC*
HNTB North Carolina, PC*
ICA Engineering Inc.*
IEM, Inc.*
Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson, Inc. 
Ken Weeden & Associates, Inc.
The Lane Construction Corporation*
McCormick Taylor Inc.*
MCNC
Mia Francesca Trattoria 
Mulkey Engineers & Consultants
NC State University*
The News & Observer Publishing Co.
Nexsen Pruet, PLLC
North Carolina Railroad Company
Philip Post & Associates, Inc. 
Plaza Associates, Inc.*
Poyner Spruill LLP*
Proterra
Puryear Tank Lines*
Puryear Transport, Inc.*
Ramey Kemp & Associates, Inc.*
RS&H*
S&ME, Inc.*
SEPI Engineering & Construction*
The Special Event Company
Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.*
STV Inc.
Tri Properties, Inc.
UNC Chapel Hill*
WakeMed Health & Hospitals*
Ward and Smith, P.A.
Wetherill Engineering, Inc.*
Williams Mullen*

* RTA Research, Action, and Solutions 
Initiative contributors


