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W E L C O M E  T O  A  G R O W I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  T H AT  W I L L 
G R O W  O N  Y O U .

T h e  Tr i a n g l e  r e g i o n  r e m a i n s 

o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d e s i r a b l e 

r e g i o n s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  f o r 

b u s i n e s s ,  c a r e e r s ,  a n d 

q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e .  T h i s  r e p o r t 

s e r v e s  a s  t h e  r e g i o n a l 

b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i t y ’s 

a n n u a l  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f 

t h e  s t a t e  o f  s u r f a c e  a n d 

a i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  t h e 

Tr i a n g l e .

#1
B E S T  P L A C E  I N 
A M E R I C A  F O R 
M I L L E N N I A L S

( D U R H A M ) 

G R O W E L L A

A P R I L  2 0 1 8 

#2
B E S T  B I G  C I T Y  T O 
L I V E  I N  A M E R I C A 

( R A L E I G H ) 

M O N E Y  M A G A Z I N E 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 8

#2
B E S T  P L A C E  F O R 
B U S I N E S S  A N D 
C A R E E R S

( R A L E I G H ) 

F O R B E S

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 8

#5
B E S T  P L A C E  T O 
L I V E  I N  A M E R I C A 

( C A R Y ) 

M O N E Y  M A G A Z I N E 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8

#3
T O P  M A R K E T  F O R 
R E A L  E S TAT E 
I N V E S T O R S  I N 
2 0 1 9

( R A L E I G H / D U R H A M ) 

P W C  U S

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8

#1
C I T Y  I N  A M E R I C A 
T O  D R I V E  I N

( R A L E I G H )

W A L L E T H U B

J U LY  2 0 1 8

( T I E )
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W E  H A V E N ’ T  S A T  S T I L L ,  B E C A U S E  W E  D O N ’ T  W A N T  T O  S I T  S T I L L .

O u r  h i g h - g r o w t h  r e g i o n  h a s  b e e n  p r i o r i t i z i n g  i n v e s t m e n t  

i n  k e y  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r s  a n d  f a r - r e a c h i n g  p o l i c i e s 

f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  w e  h a v e  a d d e d  m o r e 

t h a n  5 0  m i l e s  o f  n e w  f r e e w a y  c o r r i d o r s  s i n c e  2 0 0 0 .

50 MILES 
 O F  N E W 

F R E E W AY  S I N C E 

2 0 0 0 .

4
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Current Regional Road Network

S E L E C T E D  F R E E W A Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S  S I N C E  2 0 0 0

l Opening of I-540 beltway in North Raleigh

l I -40 widening between Cary and Raleigh

l Widening and moderniz ing I-85 in Durham

l Opening of NC 147/540 “Tr iangle Expressway” tol l  system

l US 64 east freeway complet ion and I-87 designat ion”

70+ MILES 

O F  70 MPH 

S P E E D  L I M I T S 

A D D E D  S I N C E 

2 0 1 2 .
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G R O W I N G  U P,  W I T H O U T  G R O W I N G  C O N G E S T I O N .

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  o u r  p e e r  m a r k e t s  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y,  l i f e 

s c i e n c e s ,  a d v a n c e d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o r  c l e a n  t e c h  e c o n o m i c  c l u s t e r s 

h a v e  h i g h e r  t r a f f i c  c o n g e s t i o n  a n d  d e l a y  l e v e l s .

THE TR IANGLE HAS   

LOWER  

CONGESTION  

AT ALL 

TIMES     

OF DAY   

COMPARED WITH      

MOST PEER 

MARKETS.

AREA DRIVERS 

AVERAGE 

LESS THAN 

5 MINUTES 

IN PEAK 

CONGESTION 

EACH DAY.
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I - 5 4 0  O N - R A M P 

S I G N A L S  H AV E 

REDUCED PEAK 

PERIODS BY  

20 MINUTES . 

S O M E T I M E S  A  L I T T L E  S L O W E R  I S  A  L O T  F A S T E R .

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ’s  f i r s t  o n - r a m p  s i g n a l s  h a v e  b e e n  i m p r o v i n g  f l o w  a l o n g 

I - 5 4 0  i n  R a l e i g h  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  a  y e a r .  P r e l i m i n a r y  a n a l y s i s  s h o w s  t h e 

p e a k  p e r i o d  h a s  b e e n  r e d u c e d  b y  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  m i n u t e s .  M o r e  o n - r a m p 

s i g n a l s  a r e  c o m i n g  t o  a r e a  f r e e w a y s  i n  t h e  y e a r s  a h e a d .

EXISTING ON-RAMP SIGNALS
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O U R  R E G I O N  I S  S H O W I N G  N O  S I G N S  O F  S L O W I N G  D O W N .

T h a n k s  t o  u p c o m i n g  f r e e w a y  i n v e s t m e n t s  a n d  d i s p e r s e d  t r a v e l  p a t t e r n s , 

w e  e x p e c t  p e a k  t r a v e l  t i m e s  t o  l a r g e l y  r e m a i n  s t a b l e  t h r o u g h  2 0 3 0 .

MAPS SHOW HOW FAR 
Y O U  C A N  T R A V E L  

WITHIN:

1 0  M I N U T E S
2 0  M I N U T E S
3 0  M I N U T E S

MAPS SHOW 
HOW FAR 

Y O U  C A N  
T R A V E L  
WITHIN:

10
M I N U T E S

20
M I N U T E S

30
M I N U T E S

D E S P I T E 

O U R  G R O W T H 

R AT E ,  W E 

E X P E C T  

LARGELY 
STABLE   
TRAVEL 
TIMES  
T H R O U G H 

2 0 3 0 .

Potential Travel Area from Downtown Raleigh, 2010



Potential Travel Area from Downtown Raleigh, 2030


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K E Y  U P C O M I N G  P R O J E C T S

l A c c e l e r a t i o n  o f  5 4 0  t u r n p i k e  t o  I - 4 0 

l C o n v e r s i o n  o f  U S  1  n o r t h  t o  f r e e w a y

l �C o n v e r s i o n  o f  U S  7 0  t o  f r e e w a y  w e s t 

o f  I - 5 4 0

RTP

885

885

70

2027 Regional Road Network

T H E  C O N T R A C T  F O R  T H E 

N E X T  S E C T I O N  O F  T H E  5 4 0 

T U R N P I K E  W A S  S I G N E D  I N 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8 .
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A M E R I C A ’ S  N E W E S T  G R E A T  T R A N S I T  S Y S T E M  I S  O N  T H E  W A Y.

$2 BILLION 
IN NEW 
LOCAL 
FUNDS 
D E D I C AT E D  T O 
N E W  T R A N S I T  
S E R V I C E  O V E R 
T H E  N E X T  1 0 
Y E A R S .

Wa k e ,  D u r h a m ,  a n d  O r a n g e  c o u n t i e s  a r e  i n v e s t i n g  m o r e 

t h a n  $ 2  b i l l i o n  i n  l o c a l  f u n d i n g  b y  2 0 3 0  i n  n e w  t r a n s i t 

c o r r i d o r s ,  r o u t e s ,  a n d  s e r v i c e  –  i n c l u d i n g  m o r e  t h a n  4 0 

m i l e s  o f  r a p i d  t r a n s i t  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  3 5  m i l e s  o f  r e g i o n a l 

c o m m u t e r  r a i l .
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Sources: Wake County, GoTriangle
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B Y  2 0 3 0 ,  W E 

W I L L  H AV E 

T R A N S I T  S E R V I C E 

H O U R S  E Q U A L 

T O  O R  G R E AT E R 

T H A N  M A N Y 
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M O R E  S E R V I C E  F O R  M O R E  J O B S  A N D  M O R E  P E O P L E .

O u r  r e g i o n  i s  a d d i n g  7 0  m i l e s  o f 

f r e q u e n t  t r a n s i t  s e r v i c e  –  e v e r y 

1 5  m i n u t e s  o f  b e t t e r ,  f o r  1 3  h o u r s 

e v e r y  w e e k d a y  –  b y  2 0 2 7 .  R a l e i g h 

a l r e a d y  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  2 5  m i l e s  o f 

f r e q u e n t  s e r v i c e  t o d a y,  w h i c h  i s  a 

m o r e  t h a n  5 0 %  i n c r e a s e  j u s t  s i n c e 

t h e  2 0 1 6  r e f e r e n d u m .

M U LT I P L E 

A G E N C I E S 

A R E  A D D I N G 

E L E C T R I C 

B U S E S  O V E R 

T H E  N E X T 

F E W  Y E A R S .

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Wake County Popula�on and Jobs Within 3/4 Mile of Frequent Service 

Exis�ng Frequent 
Network

Proposed Frequent
Network

9%

21%
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pu

la
�o

n

20%

43%

Jo
bs

G O R A L E I G H  W I L L 

CONVERT 75% 
OF ITS FLEET TO 
COMPRESSED 
NATURAL GAS 
B Y  2 0 2 7 .
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B I C Y C L E  A N D 

S C O O T E R  S H A R E 

A R E  D I S R U P T I N G 

O U R  T H I N K I N G 

A B O U T  M O B I L I T Y 

O P T I O N S .

G R E E N  I S  T H E  C O L O R  O F  M O B I L I T Y.

O u r  r e g i o n  n o w  h a s  a  n u m b e r  o f  b i c y c l e  a n d  s c o o t e r 

s h a r e  c o m p a n i e s  –  a n d  m o r e  w i l l  c o m e  o n  l i n e  i n  2 0 1 9 . 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  h a v e  h u n d r e d s  o f  m i l e s  o f  g r e e n w a y  f o r 

c o m m u t i n g  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n .
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T H E  P R I VAT E LY- 

O W N E D 

N O R T H  C A R O L I N A 

R A I L R O A D 

C O R R I D O R  I S 

A  3 0 0 +  M I L E 

COMPETITIVE 
ADVANTAGE 

F O R  O U R  R E G I O N 

A N D  S TAT E .

R E G I O N A L  T R A I N S  A R E  C O M I N G  –  A N D  S O M E  A R E  A L R E A D Y  H E R E .

I n t e r c i t y  p a s s e n g e r  r a i l  u s e s  t h e  p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  N C 

R a i l r o a d  C o m p a n y  c o r r i d o r  t o d a y,  s e r v i n g  R a l e i g h , 

C a r y ,  a n d  D u r h a m  –  a n d  p o i n t s  w e s t  t o  C h a r l o t t e . 

S e v e r a l  t r a i n s  a l r e a d y  c o n n e c t  t h e  r e g i o n  e a c h  d a y.

CURRENT WESTBOUND INTERCITY RAIL SCHEDULE

Train   73                    75 77 79 91

Raleigh 6:30a       10:00a 3:00p 5:16p 9:01p

Cary    6:42a       10:12a 3:12p 5:29p 9:23p

Durham  7:02a       10:32a 3:32p 5:55p --- 
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Y O U  C A N  G E T  T H E R E  F R O M  H E R E .

W e  b e c a m e  t h e  f i r s t  n o n - h u b  r e g i o n  w i t h  t w o  d a i l y 

n o n s t o p  t r a n s a t l a n t i c  f l i g h t s  i n  2 0 1 6 ,  w i t h  D e l t a 

s e r v i c e  t o  P a r i s  c o m p l e m e n t i n g  A m e r i c a n  s e r v i c e  t o 

L o n d o n .  

I n  2 0 1 7  R a l e i g h - D u r h a m  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ( R D U )  w a s 

n a m e d  t h e  m o s t  c o n n e c t e d  m i d - s i z e d  a i r p o r t  i n  t h e 

U . S .  R D U  h a s  a  h e a l t h y  m i x  o f  c a r r i e r s  t h a t  h e l p s 

k e e p  a i r f a r e s  c o m p e t i t i v e  t o d a y,  w i t h  11  a i r  c a r r i e r s 

s e r v i n g  m o r e  t h a n  6 5  n o n s t o p  d e s t i n a t i o n s .

R D U  I N T E R N AT I O N A L   

 I S  T H E  MOST  

 CONNECTED  

 M I D - S I Z E D  A I R P O R T  

I N  T H E  U . S .

Seattle

San 
Francisco

San Jose

Los
Angeles

Austin

San Antonio

Phoenix

Las Vegas

Salt Lake City
Denver

Atlanta

CharlotteNashville

Kansas City
St. Louis

Detroit

Cleveland

Buffalo

Pittsburgh

RDU

Houston 
(Hobby)

New Orleans

Tampa
St. Pete 

Fort Meyers
Punta Gorda

Ft. Lauderdale
West Palm Beach 

Jacksonville

San Juan   

Orlando (Sanford)
Orlando (International)

Miami

Dallas (Ft. Worth)

Legend

Indianapolis

Chicago
 Midway

Non-Stop Destinations from RDU

Non-stop Destinations

New Non-stop Destinations Added in Last 6 Years

Additional Service Added in Last 6 Years

Portland

Dallas 
(Love)

Houston (Bush)

Minneapolis
St. Paul

Chicago (O’Hare)

Milwaukee

Destin

   Trenton
Philadelphia

Buffalo

Pittsburgh

Expanded Northeast Airports

Columbus
Cleveland

Cincinnati

Boston
     Providence

Philadelphia        New York (LGA)
   New York (JFK)

Hartford
Islip

   Baltimore-Washington
  Washington (Reagan)
Washington (Dulles)

Newark

Syracuse

Albany

Trenton

BirminghamSan Diego

Paris

London

Toronto

Cancun

Montreal

Montego Bay 
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A I R  C A N A D A

A L L E G I A N T

A L A S K A

J E T B L U E

F R O N T I E R

U N I T E D
1 3 %

7 %

4 %

S O U T H W E S T
1 9 %

D E L T A
3 0 %

A M E R I C A N
2 3 %

Diversified Mix of Air Carriers at RDU Airport

T A K I N G  O U R  R E G I O N  T O  N E W  H E I G H T S  –  W I T H O U T  T H E  H I G H  C O S T S .

F O U R  A I R  C A R R I E R S 

H A V E  A T  L E A S T  1 0 % 

M A R K E T  S H A R E  A T  R D U , 

B U T  N O  C A R R I E R  H A S 

3 3 %  O R  M O R E .

R a l e i g h - D u r h a m  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ( R D U )  h a s  a 

h e a l t h y  m i x  o f  c a r r i e r s  t h a t  k e e p s  a i r f a r e s 

c o m p e t i t i v e  t o d a y.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  R D U  h a s 

a  s t r o n g  V i s i o n  2 0 4 0  b u s i n e s s  p l a n  t o 

r e p l a c e  a n d  l e n g t h e n  o u r  p r i m a r y  r u n w a y 

t o  1 1 , 5 0 0  f e e t  t o  p r o v i d e  i n c r e a s e d 

s a f e t y  a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l  f l e x i b i l i t y .  R D U 

w i l l  a l s o  e x p a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t e r m i n a l 

g a t e s ,  e n h a n c e  p a r k i n g  o f f e r i n g s ,  a n d 

c r e a t e  a  n e w ,  m o r e  c o n v e n i e n t  c a r  r e n t a l 

f a c i l i t y . 
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N E A R LY 

13 
MILLION   

A N N U A L 

PAS S ENGERS 

AT  R D U .4,000,000

4,500,000

5,000,000

5,500,000

6,000,000

6,500,000

7,000,000

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Sustained Steady Growth at RDU

Annual Enplanements
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Revised: January 24, 2 019

B R I N G I N G  I T  A L L  T O G E T H E R .

T h e  Tr i a n g l e  a r e a  h a s  b e n e f i t e d  t r e m e n d o u s l y  f r o m  t h e 

s u s t a i n e d ,  c o o p e r a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  o f  o u r  m a r k e t ’s  e l e c t e d 

l e a d e r s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f f i c i a l s ,  a n d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r . 

T h e  R e g i o n a l  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  A l l i a n c e  ( R TA )  —  t h e  v o i c e 

o f  t h e  r e g i o n a l  b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i t y  o n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  — 

h a s  b e e n  a  p o w e r f u l ,  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  p a r t n e r  f o r  m o r e  t h a n 

1 5  y e a r s .  C o m p a n i e s  i n v e s t  b e t w e e n  $ 5 0 0  a n d  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 

a n n u a l l y  i n  t h e  R TA  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g 

o f  o u r  r e g i o n ’s  m o b i l i t y  a s s e t s  a s  w e  g r o w .
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